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E V E N T S :  

CSAG colloquia occurs 

every Friday in the EGS 

department. Contact Lisa 

Coop or Chris Lennard for 

details  

COP17 meeting will be 

held  in Durban 28 Nov ñ7 

Dec; CSAG together with 

other representatives of 

UCT will be present during 

the first week.  

 
adaptation. In addition to cut-

ting edge research in the United 

Kingdom, Dr New also has ex-

perience of climate and devel-

opment issues through work in 

sub-Saharan Africa, South Asia, 

and South America.  

 

Professor Mark New has 
been appointed as Pro Vice-
Chancellor, as well as Direc-
tor of the African Climate 
and Development Initiative 
(ACDI) - new position cre-
ated to oversee and facilitate 
the establishment of the 
ACDI.   
New is the first Pro Vice-
Chancellor to be appointed 
at UCT. He is tasked with 
strengthening and raising 
the profile (both internally 
and externally) of climate 
research by lending it cen-
tral institutional support, 
providing academic leader-

ship, fostering co-operation 
between and communicating 
with internal and external 
stakeholders and by creating 
synergies between key areas 
of community interest and the 
existing research strengths of 
UCT. He will also lead fund-
raising efforts in regard to the 
initiative. 
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expertise in climate change, espe-

cially with respect to develop-

ment in Africa, spans key inter-

linked areas of climate science: 

climate monitoring, climate mod-

elling, impacts assessment, espe-

cially with regard to water, and 

Professor Bruce Hewitson comments 

CSAG welcomes Professor Mark New as Pro Vice-Chancellor and Director of 

the African Climate and Development Initiative (ACDI) 

So I'm told to "write a short piece for the newsletter".  Immediately there's that reflex fear of committing words to history. 
Because, if I write seriously, I'm the boring professor. If I reflect on the development of CSAG, I'm a sentimental visionary.  If I 
try to be "cool", I'm displaying cross-cultural ignorance. If I use tortuous and convoluted metaphor to elucidate the parsimo-
nious metaphysics of coffee time dynamics, I'm pretending to show imperturbable sagaciousness. Whatever I do, Daithi will 
have a cynical retort.  This is all only confirmation that there's nothing new under the sun , and the newsletter is an inevitable 
consequence of research group expansion theory. 
Let me start with following up on my recent email about CSAG's own "Cambrian explosion" of speciation. Current events 
raise a number of challenges for each of us. Our career paths are different, but they intersect in CSAG. Some paths are parallel, 
some divergent, others convergent, and still others fractal. Because of this, in 12 months time CSAG will be different, in as 
much as CSAG has changed from 10 years ago (not least because of the marriages and sudden children). Now, our current 
collective trajectory is toward greater diffusion of responsibility, a diversification of seniority. This can only be helpful as we 
have become increasingly Vulnerable to the Impact of external events, and require Adaptation. Diversifying responsibility 
enhances our resilience to respond to unanticipated challenges. 
All major changes in CSAG have historically occurred with limited advance notice. For example, the research proposal in 
1999 that brought us MarkT, SharonB, PeterJ, and others, was written and submitted in about 72 hours. Likewise, at the be-
ginning of this year I would not have been able to say that we would hire Kate and Jonny, or that Anna would join us in Oct, or 
any one of the other significant changes of the coming months. While we try to anticipate, inevitably we will be surprised by 
unexpected opportunities.  That's great! I'm thankful to be working with a community of colleagues that's willing to say "Hey, 
that's interesting".  So, here's to an interesting year ahead! 
(All puns, inferences, and imputations intended)  

Climate System Analysis Group 
University of Cape Town 

http://www.csag.uct.ac.za 

Follow us on Facebook 

or Twitter 

http://xkcd.com/895/
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http://xkcd.com/605/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Climate-System-Analysis-Group/156693567762545
https://twitter.com/CSAGUCT


 

 

The Climate Information Portal (CIP) 
is a web interface that integrates two 
important information sources - a 
climate database and an extensive 
collection of guidance documenta-
tion, into one easy to use interface. 
The climate database stores and 
manages queries to a large suite of 
observational climate data as well as 
projections of future climate.  The 
philosophy guiding CIP is that data is 
not information and as such only has 
value when well interpreted and cor-
rectly used or applied to appropriate 
problems.   
CIP has been designed to be easy and 
intuitive to use so as to provide easy 
and simple access to various climate 
information for a wide range of users.  

Anna Steynor ñ Rm 4.03 Tel: 021 6502867 

asteynor@csag.uct.ac.za 

Anna, who completed her MSc at CSAG, returns 

from the UK to take up a Research Associate posi-

tion.  She has been working with the UKCIP and 

brings a wealth of experience and seniority in the 

area of climate science-society communication.  She 

will be taking a lead in our climate change informa-

tion and stakeholder engagement activities.   

 

Joseph Darron .ñ Rm 6.03 Tel: 021 6502748 

jdarron@csag.uct.ac.za 

Joseph is a new post doc joining us from the UK.  

He has just completed his PhD with the London 

School of Economics (working with Lenny smith and 

Dave Stainforth).  He worked at the Hadley Centre 

and also has experience working with climate infor-

mation for the financial and insurance sectors.   

 

Vuyokazi MafanyañRm 4.01 Tel: 021 6502784 

Ms Mafanya joins CSAG in November as the new 

Senior Secretary.  She has been working with the 

Centre for Conflict Resolution and will be teaming 

with Sharon Barnard in the administration section.  

 

However, CIP has also been de-
signed to offer important features 
such as data downloads that suit 
users more familiar with climate 
data.  
With feedback from users, CIP will 
continue to develop to satisfy the 
needs of a wide range of users.  To 
start exploring please register as a 
userɂthis is useful to us and also 
allows us to communicate with 
users on new developments.   
http://cip.csag.uct.ac.za 
  

Climate Information Portal - live online  

Are our emissions of greenhouse gases affecting our weather today?  In 
November 2010 CSAG released the Weather Risk Attribution Forecast, the 
world's first real-time service to address whether and how anthropogenic 
emissions are affecting our whether.  This service runs in parallel with 
CSAG's seasonal forecasting service.  Along with the standard seasonal 
forecast, a parallel "forecast that might have been" is run for a world in 
which atmospheric greenhouse gas concentrations had never increased 
and never caused the ocean to warm.  The frequencies of extremely hot, 
cold, wet, and dry months are compared between these two forecasts over 
a number of regions around the world and within southern Africa to esti-
mate the degree to which our emissions have "load the dice".  More infor-
mation and live attribution assessments are available here. 

First attribution forecast  
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Recent Publications 

New members join the  group 

A look at the new CIP webpage 
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