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3. what does adaptation look like from a

‘soclal learning’ perspective?

2. basic elements and
concepts of social learning



1. Why social learning?
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happening... Low
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How to spot a wicked policy/implementation issue

Many natural resource management

situations (such as IWRM) are typical of R
what have been termed ‘wicked policy Government
problems’, that is, problems that:
 have many interdependencies and
are often multi-causal,

* have no obvious solutions;

e are socially complex; Tackling Wicked Problems
* hardly ever sit conveniently within A Public Policy Perspective

the responsibility of any one B ¥
organisation or department;

* involve changing behaviour;
 may appear to be intractable

Challenges

-~ Australian Government
¥ Australian Public Service Commission




The nature of situations we have to ‘manage’:
messy, swampy, wicked issues
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Relevant to river basin planning? Implementing the Water Framework
Directive in England & Wales




South Africa:
pre-1994 policy context

Economic
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Vision of

the
National
Water : .
Act LT TS
Effective governance based on Water for
stakeholder ownership and sustainable
devolution of relevant powers growth and

and functions — CMAs, WUAs development

Whole catchment approach to
water security



Via this: post-1994 policy
context:
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Formalising IWRM
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(DWAF, 2004)




Donald Schon: The dilemma of rigor or relevance?

In the varied topography of professional practice, there is a high, hard
ground overlooking a swamp. On the high ground, manageable problems
lend themselves to solution through the use of research-based theory and
technique. In the swampy lowlands, problems are messy and confusing
and incapable of technical solution. The irony of this situation is that the
problems of the high ground tend to be relatively unimportant to individuals
or society at large, however great their technical interest may be, while in the
swamp lie the problems of greatest human concern. The practitioner is
confronted with a choice. Shall he remain on the high ground where he
can solve relatively unimportant problems according to his standards of
rigor, or shall he descend to the swamp of important problems where he
cannot be rigorous in any way he knows how to describe?
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